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Statute of Limitations Bill
Re-introduced as SB 77

Although expectations were high for passage of Senate Bill
882 last session, once again the bill died on the House floor.
ACEC has wasted no time re-drafting a new bill for this ses-
sion and Senator Schuitmaker introduced SB 77 on January
27, 2011. The Republican’s historically have strongly sup-
ported tort reform, so this bill should garner support from both
chambers and the Governor. The bill will restore the statute of
limitations to 2-years for malpractice claims brought against
design professionals. The bill was passed out of the Senate
Feb. 24. Passage of this legislation will be a key legislative
priority for ACEC and its partners in the 2011-2012 session.

Governor Rick Snyder and ACEC/M Executive Director Ron
Brenke joke about who are the bigger “nerds”, accountants or
engineers, during an ACEC co-hosted reception in Detroit.
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New Funding For Brownfields,

Grants for Municipalities

A large package of bills passed the legislature pertaining to
Part 201 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protec-
tion Act (NREPA). The bills amend various sections of NREPA
with the goal of increasing efficiency and cost-effectiveness of
the cleanup process for environmental contamination.

Two bills in the package deal with funding for strategic water
quality initiatives (HB 6416 & SB 1443).

HB 6416 (Public Act 232 of 2010) will:

1. Authorize the DNRE to spend up to $140.0 million for re-
sponse activities.

2. Authorize the DNRE to spend up to $10.0 million to pro-
vide brownfield redevelopment grants and loans to munici-
palities and brownfield redevelopment authorities.

SB 1443 (Public Act 231 of 2010) will:

1. Provides an additional $40 million in grants to eligible mu-
nicipalities to complete loan application requirement.

2. Creates a State Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund
Advisory Committee within the DNRE.

3. Names ACEC as a member of the new Advisory Commit-
tee.

4. Requires Advisory Committee to submit a report with rec-
ommendations to the DNRE and legislature by August 1,
2011.

ACEC has formed a Task Force to provide input and recom-
mendations to be submitted to the Advisory Committee.
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Randy Richardyville
was elected to the
Michigan Senate in
November, 2006.
Upon re-election in
2010, he was se-
lected as Senate Ma-
joity Leader by his
fellow Republican
caucus members.
Senator Richardville

also spent 3 terms in the House from
1999 to 2004.

James “Jase” Bolger
was elected to serve
as the Speaker of the
House for the 2011-12
session by his fellow
caucus members.
Representative Bolger
is in his second term
in the Michigan House
of Representatives.

Other Key Appointments:
Senate

Transportation Committee Chair
Sen. Tom Casperson

Judiciary Committee Chair

Sen. Rick Jones

House

Transportation Committee Chair
Rep. Paul Opsommer

Judiciary Committee Chair

Rep. John Walsh

AESLC Legislative Day a
Huge Success!

Over 150 professional engineers, archi-
tects, and surveyors converged on the
State Capitol March 16 for the Annual
Legislative Day. Appointments were
scheduled with 115 legislators, thanks to
the efforts of lobbyist Kelley-Cawthorne.

Attendees spoke to legislators about SB
77, a bill that will return the statute of limi-
tations for engineers, architects and sur-
veyors back to 2 years and put us in line
with other states. Transportation funding,
fair contracts, remonumentation, and the
preservation of the brownfield and his-
toric preservation tax credits were all
items of discussion.

Members also heard from speakers
throughout the day, including:

2010 PAC Honor Roll

State PAC contributors (CEPAC):

Platinum Supporters (> $2,000)
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber*
Wade Trim*

Gold Supporters ($500 - $1,999)
Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc.
Byce & Associates*

Fleis & VandenBrink Engineering, Inc.*
Great Lakes Engineering Group*
Hubbell, Roth & Clark*

NTH Consultants, LTD*

Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment*

Parsons Brinckerhoff Michigan*
Prein&Newhof*

Rowe Professional Services Company
Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc.*
Spalding DeDecker Associates, Inc.*
The Corradino Group of MI*

The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc.”
Wightman & Associates*

%

Silver Supporters ($200 - $499)
Abonmarche Consultants, Inc.
Alfred Benesch & Company*
Dixon Engineering

G2 Consulting Group, LLC*
Harley Ellis Devereaux

HH Engineering, LTD*

Mead & Hunt, Inc.”

Metco Services, Inc.”

Parsons Transportation Group*
RS Engineering*

Surveying Solutions*®

Testing Engineers & Consultants, Inc.
Tetra Tech

Wilbur Smith Associates*®

Bronze Supporters (up to $199)
C2AE

HNTB

Inland Seas Engineering, Inc.
Inspecsol Engineering*

Lt. Governor Brian Calley, MDOT
Chief Administrative Officer Laura
Mester, and House Fiscal Agency
Director, Mitch Bean.

The House includes 60+ new legisla-
tors and the Senate replaced all but
9 of their members. This made it
even more important that members
take the time to attend the event and
educate new lawmakers on our leg-
islative priorities.

Midwestern Consulting Inc.
Professional Engineering Associates
R.W. Armstrong & Associates, Inc.
Scott Civil Engineering*
TranSystems

URS Corporation

Williams & Works, Inc.

Nat’l PAC contributors (ACEPAC):

Platinum Supporters (>$2,000)
Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment*

Gold Supporters ($500 - $1,999)
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber*
G2 Consulting Group, LLC*

Great Lakes Engineering Group*
Hubbell, Roth & Clark*

NTH Consultants, LTD*

Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc.*
Wade Trim*

Silver Supporters ($200 - $499)
Byce & Associates*

Fleis & VandenBrink Engineering, Inc.
HH Engineering, LTD*

Inland Seas Engineering, Inc.*

Mead & Hunt*

Metco Services™

Prein&Newhof*

Spalding DeDecker Associates, Inc.*
Surveying Solutions*

Wightman & Associates™

*

Bronze Supporters (up to $199)
Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc.*
Inspecsol Engineering*®

* met or exceeded 2010 firm goal

2010 PAC Chair: Mark Smolinski

2011 ACEC National Convention &
Legislative Summit

March 30-April 2, 2011
Grand Hyatt, Washington, DC




